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INTRODUCTION 

 
This curriculum guide contains a precise listing of all the varied and challeng-
ing courses offered by your high school. Many courses have been introduced 
as requirements, while others find their origin in special staff talents and stu-
dents’ interests, needs, and concerns. Every attempt will be made to offer every 
course, but the final decision will be based on enrollment and graduation 
requirements. 

We urge you to take the time to look over the entire guide. The wide array of 
courses offers you freedom of selection. Likewise, it imposes obligations. 
Based on your selections, we commit teachers, dollars and time. You will find 
little opportunity to change your selections once reviewed and agreed to by 
your parents. We sincerely believe when you begin to understand the relation-
ship between the freedom of choice you experience here at Southampton High 
School and responsibilities that necessarily accompany such freedom, you will 
have taken a very large step toward acquiring an important life skill. 

We look forward to helping you plan for the 2012-2013 school-year. The selec-
tion of courses for each school year is an important decision. Take the time to 
think about your personal interests, talents, long-term goals, and possible 
career choices. Select your courses after you have discussed them thoroughly 
with your counselor, parents or guardians, and teachers. Above all, take the 
most demanding, challenging courses you can handle. Take pride in stretching 
your mind. We wish you much success. 

Dr. Timothy W. Mundell 
Principal 
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Memoranda refer to Southampton High School Policies 

I. REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION 
A. To be qualified for graduation, students must: 

1. Complete successfully all required courses. 
2. Complete credit requirements. 
3. Complete Regents test requirements or in some cases  

Regents Competency Tests. 
B. Required Courses, Credits, and Sequences: 

Minimum Diploma Requirements 
 Local 

Credits 
Regents 
Credits 

Advanced Regents 
Credits 

   
English 4 4 4 

Social Studies 4 4 4 

Math 3 3 3 

Science 3 3 3 

Foreign Language 1 1 3*** 

Art/Music/Theater 1 1 1 

Health 1/2 1/2 1/2 

*Physical Education 2 2 2 

Electives 3 1/2 3 1/2 1 1/2 

Total Credits Required 22 22** 22** 

* A passing grade in physical education is required each semester in each year. 

 ** Students must pass Regents examinations in all required areas. 

*** Students completing a 5 credit sequence in career and technical education or 
the arts may substitute another 3 or 5 unit sequence in place of the 3 units of 
foreign language but still must have at least one credit in a foreign language. 

 
C. Students must complete the New York State test requirements: 
Regents Diploma:   Advanced Regents Diploma 
English Language Arts   English Language Arts 
Math     Math (3) 
American History   American History 
Science     Science (2) 
Global History    Global History 
     Foreign Language
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New York State Competency Examinations may be used to meet testing 
requirements for some students. See your counselor for alternatives. These stu-
dents will each receive a local diploma. 

DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS BASED ON JUNE 2005 BOARD OF 
REGENTS ACTION TO PHASE IN THE 65 GRADUATION 
STANDARDS ON REQUIRED REGENTS EXAMS 

Entering 
Freshman 

Class 

Local Diploma 
Requirements 

Regents Diploma 
Requirements 

Regents Diploma with 
Advanced Designation 

Requirements 
2008  

& After 
 Score 65 or above on 

5 required Regents 
exams. Earn 22 units 
of credit. 

Score 65 or above on 
8 required Regents 
exams. Earn 22 units 
of credit. 

 
Note: The Regents Competency Test safety net for students with disabilities will con-
tinue to be available for students entering grade 9 prior to September 2010. Students 
using this safety net will receive a local diploma. The low-pass option of scoring 
between 55-64 on the required Regents exams to earn a local diploma will continue to 
be available for students with disabilities, without local option. 
 
D.  The Board of Regents: 
In April of 1996 the Board of Regents approved a set of regulatory changes 
that will ultimately require all students in New York State to pass regents 
exams as a condition for high school graduation. To provide a continued 
transition for students, the Board of Regents voted to extend allowances for 
school districts to award local diplomas to students who score as low as 55 on 
certain required Regents exams through the Class of 2012. 

* A safety net allows students with disabilities who do not meet the 55 mini-
mum score on required Regents exams to meet the requirements for a local 
diploma by passing the RCT (Regents Competency Exams). The safety net 
remains in effect through the graduating Class of 2013. 

D. Alternatives to specific diploma requirements: 
A student may earn a maximum of 6-1/2 units of credit by examination if 
approved by the administration. This entails a passing score of at least 85% or 
its equivalent on a State Education Department approved examination and the 
successful completion of either an oral examination or a special project. 

ANY QUESTIONS? SEE YOUR COUNSELOR!
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II. POLICIES 
A. COURSE SELECTION 

1. In selecting courses, students are encouraged to seek the advice of their 
teachers and counselors. Courses selected require parental approval and are 
considered firm. Changes required by course completion or failure in June or 
August are to be made within one week of report card issuance. 

2. Since the primary purpose of a student attending school is education, it 
is school policy that all students carry six periods of course work excluding 
physical education each semester. Students are expected to take, in normal 
sequence, those subjects required for graduation. An exception to this policy 
would be registering for two of the following science courses: Chemistry, 
Physics, and AP Biology. Exceptions require approval of the student’s coun-
selor and/or the principal. 

3. In some subjects, students are grouped into Advanced Placement, 
Honors, and Academic sections. Determination of the grouping is made at the 
time of the course selection. Students must take Regents exams as the final test 
if they are in courses that offer such exams.  All students enrolled in 
Advanced Placement courses are required to sit for the corresponding AP 
exam offered in May. 

B. CLASS ENROLLMENT 
The administration determines the maximum and minimum size of each 

class. When maximum limits are reached, no additional students will be added 
to the class. 

C.  ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS 
      As per Board Policy #5100, students must be in attendance for at least 85% 
of the time to receive credit for a course.  Should attendance fall below 85%, 
credit will be denied, and the course must be retaken if it is required for 
graduation.   

D.   COURSE CHANGES 

It is school policy that: 
1. Students will not be changed from one teacher to another in the same 

course. 

2. Necessary changes due to summer school failures, etc. must be made 
before school begins in September. 

3. Students may not enroll in a course after the start of school, without 
administrative approval. 

4. During a five-month time period, February-June, every attempt is made 
6 
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to incorporate the input and expertise of students, parents, counselors, teachers 
and administrators to insure each student receive a schedule designed to be 
challenging and rewarding at the level the student is capable of handling. 
Therefore, requests for changes after parental approval of the proposed sched-
ule will not be accepted. Any variance to this policy must include significant 
evidence of extenuating circumstances, which must be presented directly to the 
principal. Course changes in grouping level (academic, honors, advanced 
placement) will be considered after consultation with student, parent, teacher, 
and counselor. Administrative approval is also necessary for level changes. 

5. Level changes (academic, honors, advanced placement) will be consid-
ered after consultation with student, parent and appropriate staff. Students will 
not be allowed to change a course level beyond one half of the duration of the 
course. The level change must be processed within two weeks of the close of 
the grading period at the midpoint of the course. Administrative approval is 
necessary for all level changes. 

6. All students who continue any course (half year, full year) for more than 
1/4 the length of the course and subsequently drop the course must accept a 
withdrawal. 

7. Recording grades on dropped courses: 

a. If the course is dropped and the student has a passing grade at the time of 
the withdrawal the mark on the permanent record and transcript should 
be shown as: 

Biology (W) Withdraw 

b. If the course is dropped and the student has a failing grade at the 
time of the withdrawal the mark on the permanent record and 
transcript should be shown as: 

  Biology (WF) Withdraw Failing 

E. FINAL GRADES 
In all full year courses final grades are determined as follows: 

Class average for the year   ................................................................. 80% 
Midterm examination grade .................................................................. 5% 
Final examination grade  ..................................................................... 15% 

In all half year courses (except Physical Education) final grades are 
determined as follows: 
Class average for the semesters   ......................................................... 80% 
Final examination grade   .................................................................... 20% 
Physical Education final grades are determined as follows: 
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Class average for the semesters  ........................................................ 100% 

F. MAKING UP COURSES 
If a student fails a course, three options are available to make up the credit. 

They are: 

1.  A student can repeat the course the following year. Students repeating a 
full year subject will be permitted to take a final examination in January only 
if they have a first semester average of at least 75% and in the opinion of the 
teacher are fully prepared for the exam. Students must pass the mid-year final 
examination to receive credit for the course. If the student fails the mid-year 
examination, the student must continue in the course for the remainder of the 
year. 

2. A student may attend summer school. To be eligible, a student must have 
accumulated the necessary seat time for the course the student intends to 
repeat. The procedure for doing this is: 

a. Obtain a summer school application. 

b. Complete the application and have it approved by the Counseling 
Office. 

c. Register at the summer school. 

3. A student may be tutored to make up the credit. 
The procedure is: 

a. Contact a tutor who is N.Y. State certified in the subject that the student 
is going to make up. The tutor must be approved by the high school 
principal. 

b. Have a minimum of thirty 1-hour tutoring sessions for each full credit 
(this is to be completed prior to the third week of August.) 

c. Register by August 1 at Southampton High School for a school 
examination to be taken during the third week of August. 

d. At least 24 hours prior to the exam, the high school principal 
must receive a note from the tutor stating that the required 30 
hours of tutoring have been completed. 

e. Take an examination prepared by a Southampton High School 
faculty member and approved by the principal. Such examinations are 
to be graded only by a high school staff member and a passing grade 
must be achieved for the student to receive credit. 
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G.  CLASS RANK (for the Classes of  2013) 

1. Final marks for all subjects will be used in computing class rank.  

2. In computing class rank, differentiated weight is given to final grades in 
General, Academic, Honors, and Advanced Placement courses. Weighting is 
as follows: 

AP - 1.8 x final average 
Honors - 1.7 x final average 
Academic - 1.6 x final average 
General - 1.5 x final average 

3. Class rank will be computed at the conclusion of the sixth semester. 
* Class Rank will be abolished for the Class of 2014 and beyond 

 
G. VALEDICTORIAN AND SALUTATORIAN POLICY 

1. A valedictorian and salutatorian shall meet all graduation requirements. 

2. The valedictorian shall be the first ranked student in the graduating class; 
the salutatorian shall be the second ranked student. The determination of rank 
will be in accordance with the weighted average system whereby numerical 
grades and averages are computed according to the established formula. 

3. The valedictorian and the salutatorian shall meet the basic requirements 
for graduation from Southampton High School. 

4. Final ranking for determining the valedictorian and salutatorian will be 
computed at the end of the third marking period of the senior year. The 
valedictorian and salutatorian will be announced at that time. 

5. Candidates for valedictorian and salutatorian must have completed four 
consecutive semesters at Southampton High School by graduation. 

6. Any Southampton student who has been selected to study abroad for a 
year under the AFS, Rotary or similar program will be considered a candidate 
based on his or her academic record in the home school and the successful 
completion of an adequate course of study in the foreign school, which 
shall be interpreted as meeting the twenty-two credit requirement of #3. 

H. CIVIL RIGHTS 

All courses are offered to all students without regard to sex, race, color, 
national origin or physical condition; this includes courses offered in voca-
tional education. 
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III. COUNSELING PROGRAM 
The Counseling curriculum is designed to assist all students in developing an 

understanding of their aptitudes, interests and abilities, and to learn skills nec-
essary for responsible decision-making. Counselors will help students learn 
how to accept responsibility for their commitments and for their academic, 
career and social needs. 

An organized program of counseling is required by the State Education 
Department for the benefit of each student. Students are assigned to a 
counselor on an alphabetical basis. Regularly scheduled interviews, small 
group sessions, classes and assemblies are held each year to assist students in 
making educational and vocational plans and to help in other areas of concern 
to students. 

The Counseling Curriculum planned annually for students includes: 
Freshmen counseling meetings 
Sophomore & Junior “College Orientation” meetings 
Senior “Future Plans” meetings 
College Night and College Fair programs 
College standardized testing programs 
BOCES Vocational school presentations 
Orientation programs for 8th graders 
Armed Forces contact for individual appointments 
Computer Programs for Career Inventories, College Search and Financial 
Aid/Scholarships 
Individual Counseling 
Group Counseling 
Parent Conferences 
Financial Aid Night 
College Admission Workshops 
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IV. COURSE DESCRIPTIONS - BY DEPARTMENT 
 

ENGLISH 
 
English 9 
The English 9 Regents course is a college preparatory course based on the New 
York State English/Language Arts Standards. Students will read a variety of 
texts, both fiction and non-fiction, learn library and research skills, and write 
both long and short pieces in various styles. In addition, the class will emphasize 
public speaking and presentation skills. Technology will be instrumental in all 
phases of the curriculum.  
 
Academic 1 credit 
 
English 9H 
The English 9 Honors course will focus on building those reading, listening, 
writing and speaking skills that will serve students as they move to even more 
rigorous AP work and exams, as well as the English Regents Examination in 
English. Literature, grammar, and spelling will be emphasized. 
 
Honors Prerequisites: 90 or higher in English 8 and 1 credit 

Teacher Recommendation 
 
Reading and Writing Lab 9 
This course is designed to provide additional experience in the language 
arts of reading, writing, listening and speaking.  It is an extension of the 
regular English class and is designed to help students succeed in a Regents 
level program.  A range of language arts activities and courses of study are 
offered emphasizing reading comprehension, writing mechanics, literary 
response and expression, critical analysis and interpretation of text.  
Placement is based on teacher recommendation, standardized test results 
and previous academic record. 
 
English 9/10* 
This special class English course is designed to provide a modified experience 
in the language arts of reading, writing, listening and speaking.  The class will 
mirror that of an English 9 or English 10 course so students will be responsible 
for reading a variety of texts, and writing both long and short pieces in various 
styles.  However, the structure of the class will be adapted with benefits of 
smaller class setting and more frequent one-on-one assistance.  The class will 
be able to experiment with 9th and 10th grade lessons at a comfortable pace and 
dissect novels and short stories in greater depth. 
 
Academic 1 credit 
 

11 
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English 10 
This course builds upon the units described under English 9. In literature, 
students are introduced to longer, more complicated works for the appreciation 
of more mature concepts. They are exposed to more mature poetry and a detailed 
study of the novel. More sophisticated sentence structure is studied. A variety 
of sentence beginnings and sentence structure is required. Speaking and 
listening units are continued. 
 
Academic 1 credit 
 
English 10H 
This is a rigorous course in reading, thinking, and writing. Interdisciplinary in 
nature, the course parallels the Global Studies 2 and World History AP courses 
where possible. May of the literature selections will be reflective of the periods 
of history and specific cultures studied in those courses. Only students who are 
highly motivated should consider English 10 Honors. The literature is highly 
challenging. Maturity of attitude in the student is essential. 
 
Honors Prerequisites: 85 or higher in English 9 H or 90 or 1 credit 

higher in English 9 and Teacher Recommendation 
 
Reading and Writing Lab 10 
This course is designed to provide additional experience in the language 
arts of reading, writing, listening and speaking.  It is an extension of the 
regular English class and is designed to help students succeed in a Regents 
level program.  A range of language arts activities and courses of study are 
offered emphasizing reading comprehension, writing mechanics, literary 
response and expression, critical analysis and interpretation of text.  
Placement is based on teacher recommendation, standardized test results 
and previous academic record. 
 
English 11 
This course continues with advanced work in literature and writing. Further 
refinements in sentence structure and in the use of details for support of 
generalities are stressed. The literature is that of American authors, early and 
modern. Speaking and listening units are refined to keep pace with the 
increasing maturity of the student. 
 
Academic Regents Exam 1 credit 
 
Language (11) AP 
An advanced placement course in English Language and Composition should 
train students to become skilled readers of prose written in a variety of periods, 
disciplines, and rhetorical contents. The course should also give them the 
practice and helpful criticism necessary to make them flexible writers who can 
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compose in a variety of modes for a variety of purposes. All of the writing 
assignments should contribute to the aim of making students mature writers 
who are able to write competently in all of their college courses. The advanced 
placement level course is for highly qualified students. Students are required to 
take both the Regents Examination and the English Language and 
Composition Advanced Placement examination.  Note: AP exam 
registration fee ($87 [per exam] during 2011/2012 school year may increase 
nominally for 2012/2013) must be paid in March. 
 
 
Advanced Placement  Regents Exam   1 credit 

Prerequisites: 85 or higher in English 10 H  
or 90 or higher in English 10 
and Teacher Recommendation. 

 
Reading and Writing Lab 11 
This course is designed to provide additional experience in the language 
arts of reading, writing, listening and speaking.  It is an extension of the 
regular English class and is designed to help students succeed in a Regents 
level program.  A range of language arts activities and courses of study are 
offered emphasizing reading comprehension, writing mechanics, literary 
response and expression, critical analysis and interpretation of text.  
Placement is based on teacher recommendation, standardized test results 
and previous academic record. 
 
English 11/12* 
This special class English course is designed to provide a modified experience 
in the language arts of reading, writing, listening and speaking.  The class will 
mirror that of an English 11 or English 12 class so students will be responsible 
for reading a variety of texts, and writing both long and short pieces in various 
styles.  However, the structure of the class will be adapted with benefits of a 
smaller class setting and more frequent one-on-one assistance.  The class will 
experiment with 11th and 12th grade lessons at a comfortable pace and dissect 
novels and short stories in greater depth.  In preparation for the English 
Regents, the 11th grade students will actively be participating in activities to 
strengthen their reading comprehension, writing mechanics, literary response, 
expression, critical analysis and interpretations of texts. 
 
Academic Regents Exam 1 credit 
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SENIOR ENGLISH 
Students may choose one of the four following one-credit courses: 
 
Literature and Film H 
This class will teach students to critically read, view, analyze, and give insight 
into various works of literature and their film counterparts. The students will 
also critically explore several classic and contemporary films. The students are 
expected to complete the assigned response papers, creative assignments, 
research papers, tests and quizzes. This class is offered in conjunction with 
SUNY Albany.  If college credit is desired, students will pay a reduced tuition 
to SUNY Albany. 
 
Honors           Prerequisite: 80 or higher in 1 credit 

English 11 or Language AP 
 

English 12  
English 12 is both a writing and literature course. This course is designed to 
prepare students for college level reading and writing, as well as real world 
application of English Language Arts skills. Throughout the course students 
will examine various reading and writing genres. Technology will play a role 
in learning to communicate effectively in 21st century academic, business and 
social settings. Students will hone presentation skills, learning to adjust tone 
and language appropriately for various audiences. Students enrolled in this 
course are required to enroll in the Senior Experience courses as well. 
Together these courses will support students through their exploration and 
research of an area of interest. Students are required to complete an extensive 
research paper as well as internship hours. 
 
Academic 1 credit 
 
Senior Experience 1 (fall) 
This course is designed to give seniors an opportunity to explore a specific 
topic of interest in great depth. Students will hone research skills, conduct 
interviews, write resumes, among other necessary tasks designed to help 
seniors transition smoothly into the world beyond high school making sure 
seniors have the college and career readiness skills required by NY State. This 
course works in conjunction with English 12. 
 
Academic  Co-requisite English 12              1/2 credit 
 
Senior Experience 2 (spring) 
During this course students will explore internship opportunities based on 
research conducted during the previous semester. Students will write about and 
discuss their internship experiences. They will also learn the necessary skills 
required to be successful in the workplace. At the end of the year, students will 
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be expected to give a presentation which encapsulated their entire senior 
experience. 
Academic   Co-requisite English 12                          1/2 credit 

        Pre-requisite Senior Experience I 
 
Creative Writing and Reading 
Creative Writing and Reading is a year-long course. Its purpose is to allow students 
to explore various forms of literature and writing and to develop their talents in 
these areas. A “model” approach will be followed in this course. That is, students 
will read, analyze and appreciate various examples of literature. The goal will be to 
first emulate these forms and through this process develop the student’s own 
literary voices. Areas of writing that will be investigated are: journals, poetry, 
memoir, stream of consciousness, drama, short stories, and novels. Some class 
sessions will be devoted to discussing literary models, others to working on 
writing, and still others to reading and critiquing student’s work in a 
supportive and non-competitive atmosphere. Writing done in this course 
generally provides most of the written content for the high school’s literary and 
arts magazine, Point Break. Note: This course is a demanding one where 
lengthy reading and writing assignments are routine. Only students who enjoy,  
and commit to, such involvements should take this class. 
 
Academic 1 credit 
 
 
Literature and Composition (12) AP 
This is a rigorous course in reading, writing, thinking, and discussion related to 
works of literature (novels, short stories, essays, and poetry) critically 
acknowledged as important and well crafted. Complex analysis of the elements 
of literature is central. The goal of the course is to develop both a heightened 
appreciation for, and an increased apprehension of, sophisticated, compelling 
literature from a variety of time periods, cultures, and genres. Because the 
Advanced Placement Examination is the culmination of the course, and because 
the test experience demands a degree of thinking and writing commensurate 
with that of a college student who has completed the first year of English, 
students who are highly motivated and verbally skilled are best suited for 
English 12AP.  Enrolled students are required to take the English 
Literature and Composition Advanced Placement examination.  Note: AP 
exam registration fee ($87 [per exam] during 2011/2012 school year may 
increase nominally for 2012/2013) must be paid in March. 
 
Advanced Placement   Prerequisites: 85 or higher 1 credit 

in Language AP or 90 or higher in English 11,  
and Teacher Recommendation  
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ENGLISH ELECTIVES 
 
Journalism for the 21st Century 
This course is a year-long course for students who would like to learn more 
about the world of print and digital media.  This course will teach students how 
to communicate effectively in the digital age while becoming published writers 
using digital tools such as blogging and online journalism, as well as creating 
print publications.  Another focus of the class will involve learning to read and 
evaluate sources, studying the history of journalism and becoming familiar 
with the ethics of journalism.  This English course can be used as the required 
fourth year of English. 
 
Academic             Grades 11-12   1 credit
  
Playwriting and Acting 
The students in this class will become stars of the stage themselves as they 
immerse themselves in a true theater experience. The students will enjoy 
activities such as playwriting, editing, casting, performing, and video- 
documentary in this sparkling half-year course. A major part of this class is 
involvement in the YAWP program. Theatre professionals from Stony Brook 
Southampton will come to the school and, through a series of fourteen 
workshops, develop the students’ understanding of dramatic writing. Students are 
actively involved in all aspects of production at the theatre for the Playwrights’ 
Festival. This course will be offered in the fall semester. 
 
Academic Grades 10-12 1/2 credit 
 
Public Speaking 
This course is for students who wish to develop and improve their speaking and 
listening skills. The course introduces students to the tools of effective speech 
making, including vocal skills, gesture, body language, and facial expressions. 
Among the types of speeches that students write and deliver are ones of 
introduction and acceptance, demonstration speeches, persuasive speeches and 
debates. Students will also present oral interpretations of poems and other 
literature.  
 
Academic Grades 10-12 1/2 credit 
 
The Lyric as Art Form 
From spirituals, field chants, gospel and blues to folk, rock, soul and hip hop, 
American popular music has always been connected to the culture that spawned 
it. Through examining the songs, their lyrics, musical criticism and related 
pieces of non-fiction, students will learn to analyze and connect America’s rich 
musical heritage to the poetical and literary traditions that inspired them and 
the social movements and traditions that generated them. Written and oral 
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analyses of songs and related literature will be an essential part of the course. 
 
Academic Grades 10-12 1/2 credit 
 
Power and Persuasion in Film  
This English elective will explore a variety of movies, with an emphasis on 
specific genres, themes, periods, directors, and actors. While learning that film 
can be much more than mere entertainment, we will discover a host of ways 
that filmmakers provoke, persuade, and perplex us. We will watch, analyze, and 
critique American and foreign films—noteworthy films of artistic, political, 
social, and/or emotional meaning. The course will involve serious discussion, 
written analysis, and reading of related materials. It is not meant to be a passive 
exercise, but rather an active, intellectual one. Of the films studied, some you 
may be familiar with and others you may never have heard of, yet viewing and 
reflecting on the meaning and the method of these films will change your movie- 
viewing habits forever. 
 
Academic Grades 10-12 1/2 credit 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

 
Global History and Geography 1  
This course is the first in a two-year sequence in global history designed to 
prepare students for the 10th grade Global History Regents. Emphasis is on the 
Ancient World, including ancient civilizations in Africa, the Middle East, the Far 
East, and Europe up through the time of the First Global Age. Historical, 
geographical, and cultural elements of Early Civilizations, Empires of the 
Ancient World, The Middle Ages, The Renaissance, The Protestant Reformation 
and the Age of Exploration and linkages among nations and peoples will be 
studied within specific epochs to ascertain how the past influences the present. 
 
Academic 1 credit 
 
Global History and Geography 1H 
This course will focus on building the reading, writing, critical thinking, and 
analyzing skills that will serve students as they move to even more rigorous AP 
work and exams, as well as the Regents Examination in Global. The Global 
History and Geography 1H course will emphasize the historical, geographical, 
and cultural elements from the Ancient World (10,000 B.C.E.) to the Age 
of Absolutism (c. 1550s). The course parallels the N.Y.S. Global History 
curriculum. 
 
Honors Prerequisite: A grade of 90 or higher in S.S. 8 1 credit 

and Teacher Recommendation 
 

Global History and Geography 2  
This is the second year course in a two-year sequence in global history designed 
to prepare students for the 10th grade Global History Regents. Emphasis is on 
the Modern World with a concentration on the study of Europe and the roots of 
Western Civilization as well as the world since 1945. Initial study begins with 
the Middle Ages and progresses to our current era. Historical, geographical and 
cultural elements of The Enlightenment, The Age of Revolutions, Industrial 
Revolution, Nationalism, Imperialism, and the 20th Century are all foci of study. 
 
Academic Regents Exam 1 credit 
 
World History AP 
This course studies the major historical, geographical, and cultural 
patterns and trends in Asia, Europe, and the Americas from 1450 to 
present.  A focus on enhancing and cultivating advanced reading and 
writing skills, analytical and critical thinking skills, and the use of 
deductive reasoning are part of the curriculum.  Enrolled students are 
required to take both the Regents Exam and the World History Advanced 
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Placement Exam for this course.  Note: AP exam registration fee ($87 [per 
exam] during 2011/2012 school year may increase nominally for 2012/2013) 
must be paid in March. 
 
Advanced Placement         Regents Exam   1 credit 

   Prerequisites: 80 or higher in Global I H or 90 or higher in Global I 
and Teacher Recommendation 

 
United States History and Government  
This is a course in the history of the United States. The course will include a 
chronological survey of United States history in general, but the emphasis in 
this course will be on the United States as a developing industrial and post-
industrial nation. Constitutional and legal issues will be explored in depth, as 
will be the problems of a dynamic industrial society in an increasingly complex 
and technologically oriented world. As should be true in any good learning 
situation, previous historical knowledge will be called upon for background, 
comparison and contrast. 
 
Academic Regents Exam 1 credit 
 
American History AP 
This is a one-year course in American History, which may be taken in addition 
to or in lieu of Social Studies 11. The course demands are equivalent to an 
introductory college course. Students will read historical material analytically, 
critically weigh historical evidence and interpretations and arrive at conclusions 
on the basis of informed judgment. Enrolled students are required to take 
both the Regents Exam and the United States History Advanced Placement 
exam.  Note: AP exam registration fee ($87 [per exam] during 2011/2012 
school year may increase nominally for 2012/2013) must be paid in March. 
 
Advanced Placement          Regents Exam   1 credit 

Prerequisite: 80 or higher in World History AP or 90 or higher 
in Global 2 and Teacher Recommendation 

 
U.S. Practical Government  
This course will emphasize the interaction between citizens and government at 
all levels-local, state, and federal. Students will be encouraged to understand 
and participate in the democratic process. The course will be based upon 
knowledge about the formal powers, procedures, and structures of government 
in the United States. The course will be the study of how political decisions are 
made and will provide opportunities for students to participate in political 
decision-making. In addition to the more traditional classroom activities, 
students are to be given opportunities to examine the substance of public policy 
issues and participate in some aspect of school, community, or government 
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service through a practicum component. Throughout the course, key civic values 
and analytical concepts will be developed and reinforced. 
 
Academic 1/2 credit 
 
Economics and Economic Decision-Making  
This course will include the basic economic concepts and understandings which 
all persons will need to function effectively in the economy of the United States 
and of the world. Some of the major concepts covered are: scarcity, productivity, 
opportunity, cost, supply and demand, inflation, profit, interdependence, capital, 
competition, and the market. This course will emphasize a rational decision-
making process, which should be applied to all economic decisions. The major 
focus will be on the economy of the United States, but other economic systems 
will be studied. The course will include topics that examine the basic principles 
of economics, the elements of an economic system (macroeconomics), and the 
world economy and international trade. 
 
Academic  1/2 credit 
 
United States Government & Politics AP 
This course will provide a detailed analysis of the American Political System.  
Students enrolled in this course will be exposed to the basic political 
institutions and processes through which public policies are adopted and 
implemented at the federal level.  Specific topics included in this year - long 
study are the three main branches of government, the political party system in 
America, Constitutional origins of our government, state and local government, 
voting behavior and election, and civil rights and civil liberties in a democratic 
society. Regular evaluation will include essays and objective examinations. 
This course is a rigorous one, which requires a significant amount of critical 
thinking and writing and is recommended for serious students who have 
demonstrated talent for social studies in the past. Students enrolled in this 
course will take the United States Government & Politics Advanced 
Placement examination in May.  Note: AP exam registration fee ($87 [per 
exam] during 2011/2012 school year may increase nominally for 2012/2013) 
must be paid in March. Throughout the year, the general principles of 
American Macroeconomics will be interwoven into the study of the American 
Political System. Students will fulfill the State graduation requirement in 
Economics but they will not take a culminating Advanced Placement 
Economics examination. NOTE: Students who drop this course before the 
advertised deadline may be eligible to enter a Government course first semester 
and Economics second semester, space permitting. If a student drops this 
course or changes levels after the deadline, he/she must take the required 
Government and Economics courses second semester. 
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Advanced Placement Prerequisite: 80 or higher in  1 credit 
American History AP or 90 or higher 

in US History & Government and Teacher Recommendation 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES ELECTIVES 
 
Psychology AP 
AP Psychology is a college-level course that will expose students to the vast 
field of psychology. It is designed to introduce students to the systematic and 
scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and 
other animals. Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and 
phenomena associated with psychology. They also learn about the ethics 
attendant to psychological practice. Important Note: This is a college level 
course. As such, students will be expected to do college level work. Success in 
this class is highly correlated to high self-motivation, dedication to academics, 
and natural curiosity regarding behaviors. Students enrolled in this course 
will take the Psychology Advanced Placement examination in May.  Note: 
AP exam registration fee ($87 [per exam] during 2011/2012 school year 
may increase nominally for 2012/2013) must be paid in March. 
 
Advanced Placement Grades 11-12  1 credit 
                                    Prerequisite: 80 or higher in AP or Honors 
                                   SS class or 90 or higher in a Regents SS class 
                                             and Teacher Recommendation 

 
Psychology 
The aim of this course is to help students understand some of the reasons behind 
their behavior and the behavior of others. The student should learn to see him 
or her/self as an individual and also as a member of society. A section of this 
course will include a study of psychological disorders. 
 
Academic Grades 11-12 1/2 credit 
 
Philosophy 
This course is an introduction to philosophy, the aim or which is to 
introduce students to the history of intellectual thought through the ages.  
From the early Greek philosophers to modern-day thinkers, students will 
engage the topic through selective reading material and deep discussion, as 
well as extensive essay and journal writing. 
 
Academic           Grades 11-12             1/2 credit 
 
Criminal Justice 
This course will investigate the different aspects of the criminal justice system 
and process. Students will study the history of American law, the administration 



 22 

of criminal justice, and the nature and problems of crime in contemporary 
society. It will emphasize the interaction between the citizen and his/her 
government from a legal perspective. Criminal Justice will satisfy the 
Participation in Government required for seniors. 
 
Academic Preference Grade 12, then 11 1/2 credit 
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MATHEMATICS 
 
 
Algebra 
This course is the first of three mathematics courses. The main focus will be 
the study of elementary algebra. In addition to algebra, there are units in 
probability, statistics, and right triangle trigonometry. 
 
Academic  Grades 9-11;  Regents Exam             1 credit 
 
 
Algebra (Part 1) 
This course is the first of two algebra courses that satisfy 2 of the 3 year 
requirement of the new mathematics curriculum. The course will focus on 
problem-solving utilizing the concepts/skills of elementary algebra, coordinate 
geometry, probability, and statistics. Students will sit for the Regents exam at the 
conclusion of the 2nd year. 
 
Academic Grades 9-11 1 credit 
 
 
Algebra (Part 1)* 
This special class math course is the first part of a two-course sequence in Algebra, 
the foundation for high school mathematics courses.  Topics include simplifying 
expressions, properties of real numbers, evaluating and solving equations and 
inequalities, graphing linear equations and inequalities, polynomials and factors, 
systems of equations and working with exponents.  Real world applications are 
presented within the course content. 
 
Academic Grades 9-11 1 credit 
 
 
Algebra (Part II) 
This course is the second part of the Algebra two-year program. The course 
will focus on the topics which will complete the State Algebra curriculum and 
on preparing students for the Regents examination. 
 
Academic             Grades 9-11;  Regents Exam   1 credit 

Prerequisite: pass Algebra Part I 
 

 
Algebra (Part II)* 
This special class math course is the second part of a two-course sequence in 
Algebra.  The course reviews the topics taught in Algebra (Part I) and 
introduces new topics as well.  The new topic include:  quadratic equations, 
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radicals and right triangles, trigonometric ratios, rational expressions, plane 
and solid geometry, and probability and data analysis.  The course concludes 
with a review period to help prepare students for the Algebra Regents Exam in 
June. 
 
Academic Grades 9-12;  Regents Exam 1 credit 

    Prerequisite: pass Algebra (Part I)* 
 
 
Geometry 
This is the second course in a three-year math sequence. The course will focus 
on the topics of the State Geometry curriculum and on preparing students for the 
Regents examination. 
 
Academic Grades 9-12;  Regents Exam 1 credit 

                    Prerequisite: pass Algebra course and Regents 
 

 
Geometry H 
This is the second course in a three-year math sequence. This honors course 
will explore, in greater details, the topics of the State Geometry curriculum and on 
preparing students for the Regents examination.   
 
Honors Grades 9-12;   Regents Exam 1 credit 

Prerequisite: 90 or higher in Algebra course and pass Regents 
                  Teacher Recommendation 

 
 
Geometry (Part I) 
This course is the first of two Geometry courses of the Geometry two-year 
program. The course will focus on the topics to build a foundation, enabling 
students to complete the State Geometry curriculum and sit for the Regents 
examination at the conclusion of the second year. 
 
Academic Grades 9-12 1 credit 

Prerequisite: Pass Algebra course and Regents 
 
 
Geometry (Part II) 
This course is the second part of the Geometry two-year program.  The 
course will focus on topics which will complete the State Geometry 
curriculum and on preparing students for the Regents examination. 

 
Academic Grades 9-12;   Regents Exam      1 credit 

                        Prerequisite: Pass Geometry Pt. I 
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Algebra 2/Trigonometry 
This is the third course in the three-year sequence. It reviews topics covered in 
the first two years and introduces new material. The course includes complex 
numbers, relations and functions, circular functions, transformation geometry, 
probability and statistics. 
 
Academic Grades 10-12;  Regents Exam 1 credit 

                 Prerequisite: pass Geometry Regents Exam 
 

Algebra 2/Trigonometry H 
This is the third course in the three-year sequence. It reviews topics covered in 
the first two years and introduces new material. This an honors level course 
that will explore, in detail, topics such as complex numbers, relations and 
functions, circular functions, transformation geometry, probability and statistics. 
 
Honors Grades 10-12;  Regents Exam 1 credit 

          Prerequisite: 80 or higher in Geometry H or 
          90 or higher in Geometry, pass Geometry Regents Exam 

             Teacher Recommendation 
 

Intermediate Algebra 
This course will extend and develop in detail the algebra topics learned earlier, 
such as fractions, radicals and exponents, quadratic equations and graphs, 
including variations and logarithms. Also this course includes the trigonometry 
of triangles. 
 
Academic Grades 10-12; Regents Exam 1 credit 

                     Prerequisite: Pass Algebra and/or Geometry 
 
Applied Mathematics 
This course focuses on mathematical topics necessary to be an informed 
consumer.  Topics include personal finance issues and practical applications 
such as planning and budgeting, insurance, taxes, credit and loans, and saving 
and investing.  This course satisfies the third-year mathematics requirement and 
thus, addresses the commencement level learning standards. 
 
Academic Grades 11-12 1 credit 

Prerequisite: Pass Algebra and Algebra Regents Exam 
 
Applied Mathematics* 
This special class math course is designed to teach students the skills they will 
need for personal financial management.  Such skills will help the students 
make sound business decisions in everyday life.  The basic concepts in the 
beginning of the course are aimed at providing a strong mathematic foundation 
so that individuals can transition from today’s students into tomorrow’s 
consumers.  Students will be able to utilize practical mathematic applications to 
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comprehend such concepts as budgeting skills, the calculation of income, 
paying taxes, record keeping, checking and savings accounts and credit and 
loan payments. 
 
Academic Grades 11-12 1 credit 

Prerequisite: Pass Algebra and Algebra Regents Exam or RCT 
 
Advanced Math Concepts 
This course is for students pursuing liberal arts major in college. It will review 
and extend topics taught in the first three years of high school. Additional 
emphasis will be placed on matrix algebra, probability and statistics. 
 
Academic Grades 11-12 1 credit 

Prerequisite: Pass Algebra2/Trigonometry 
 
 
Pre-Calculus 
This is a pre-calculus course that includes functions, limits, differential and 
integral polynomial calculus, and analytic geometry.  This course is recommended 
for students who will be taking non-AP Calculus. 
 
Academic Grades 11-12 1 credit 

Prerequisite: 80 or higher in Algebra2/Trigonometry 
 
 
Pre-Calculus Honors 
This is a pre-calculus course that includes functions, limits, differential and 
integral polynomial calculus, and analytic geometry. This course is recommended 
for students who will be taking AP calculus. 
 
Honors Grades 11-12 1 credit 

Prerequisite: 80 or higher in Algebra2/Trigonometry H 
or 90 or higher in Algebra2/Trigonometry 

Teacher Recommendation 
 
Calculus (non-AP) 
This is an introduction to elementary functions and rudimentary calculus.  It is 
intended to prepare students for the rigors of college-level calculus.  However, 
students selecting this course will not be eligible to take the Advanced 
Placement exam in Calculus AB. 
 
Academic    Grade 12   1 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Pre-Calculus  
or Pre-Calculus Honors 
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Calculus AP (AB) 
This is a course in elementary functions and introductory calculus equivalent to 
the first semester of college calculus. Students selecting this course are 
required to take the Calculus AB Advanced Placement exam in May. Note: 
AP exam registration fee ($87 [per exam] during 2011/2012 school year 
may increase nominally for 2012/2013) must be paid in March.  
 
Advanced Placement Grade 12 1 credit 

Prerequisite: Math 12H 
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SCIENCE 
 
 
The Southampton High School activity-based science courses offered include 
rich, varied laboratory experiences to enhance the learning of the scientific 
concepts. Each course follows the New York State curriculum and guidelines for 
laboratory sciences and each student is responsible for completing the minimum 
1200-minute laboratory experience requirement. In the regents’ level courses, 
the students will take the Regents Exam in June as the final for the course. 
 
Earth Science  
This activity-based Regents course will introduce the Earth sciences to students 
following the State’s new guidelines. Students will study the interactions among 
the Earth’s lithosphere, atmosphere, and hydrosphere, the geologic history of our 
planet, and celestial relationships. Among the topics to be investigated include 
the nature of change, measuring the Earth, minerals and rocks, the dynamic 
crust including earthquakes, volcanoes, and mountain building processes, 
weathering and erosion, landscapes, weather and climate, the water cycle, and 
the Earth in space. Special emphasis will be placed on environmental awareness.  
Students will take the regents exam in June as the final for the course. 
 
Academic Grades 9-12 1 credit 

Algebra Co-requisite 
Regents Exam; Labs 

 
Earth Science* 
This Regents-level, laboratory course offers additional support for students and 
focuses on the many fascinating aspects of our planet. Topics include mapping, 
weather and climate, earthquakes and volcanoes, the Earth’s history, the oceans, 
the development of landscapes and the earth’s place in the universe. Emphasis 
is placed on natural cycles such as day and night, the seasons, tides, phases of 
the Moon, eclipses and the water cycle. Also considered is the impact of 
industry and technology on the environment.  Students will take the regents 
exam in June as the final for the course. 
 
Academic Grades 9-12 1 credit 

Regents Exam; Labs 
 
 
Physical Setting: Earth Science 
This course follows the N.Y.S. curriculum for The Physical Setting: Earth 
Science. This visual presentation of the Earth sciences is enhanced with the 
appropriate laboratory experiences. Topics include: observations and change, 
Earth dimensions, astronomy, rocks, minerals and resources, the dynamic crust, 
water cycles and budgets, weathering and erosion, landscape development, 
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climate, meteorology, geologic history and environmental awareness. The class 
prepares students for the Regents examination in June. 
 
Academic Grades 9-12 1 credit 

Regents Exam; Labs 
 
Biology  
This is an activity-based Regents-level laboratory course correlated to the N.Y.S. 
Living Environment core curriculum. Students will study and complete inquiry- 
based activities in cellular, organismal and human biology, ecology, evolution 
and genetics. Topics to be investigated are life processes, cell structure and 
function, biochemistry, organic evolution, plants, human anatomy and 
physiology, reproduction, genetics and ecology. In June, students take the 
N.Y.S. Regents Exam in the Living Environment. 
 
Academic Grades 9-12 1 credit 

Regents Exam; Labs 
 
Biology* 
This course follows the New York State curriculum for Living Environment in 
a reduced class size setting with increased teacher facilitation. This is an activity 
based course enhanced with laboratory experiences in topics such as cellular, 
organism and human biology, ecology, evolution and genetics. In June, students 
take the New York State Regents Exam in the Living Environment. 
 
Academic Grades 9-12 1 credit 

Regents Exam; Labs 
 
Living Environment 
This course follows the New York State curriculum for Living Environment. 
This is a visual presentation of biology concepts enhanced with appropriate 
laboratory experiences. Topics include: Life Processes, Cell Structure and 
Function, Biochemistry, Organic Evolution, Plants, Human Anatomy and 
Physiology, Reproduction, Genetics and Ecology. The class meets double 
periods every day and students take the New York State Regents Exam in the 
Living Environment in June. 
 
Academic Grades 9-12 1 credit 

Regents Exam; Labs 
 
Chemistry H 
This course studies the composition, structure and properties of matter, the 
reactions of matter and the energy associated with those reactions.  The units 
of study which parallel the NYS regents syllabus, specific to the above goals 
include: Matter and Energy, The Atom, Nuclear Chemistry, Periodic Table 
Organization and Trends, Bonding and Intermolecular Forces of Attraction, 
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The Mole and Stoichiometry, Redox Reactions and Electrochemistry, 
Chemical Kinetics and Equilibrium, Solutions and Colligative Properties, 
Acids, Bases and Salts, and Organic Chemistry. This class is designed for 
students who have a strong math and science background and/or interest, 
including students who plan to pursue a math-, science- or engineering-related 
field in college.  The Chemistry honors program goes well beyond preparation 
for the June Regents exam and the SAT Subject Test in Chemistry.  Topics 
may include, but are not limited to advanced work in: the wave mechanical 
model of the atom, advanced stoichiometry, limiting reagents, Law of Mass 
Action, Graham’s Law, phase diagram and the ideal gas law.  Each is coupled 
to Regents topics, tested in accompanying exams and includes the application 
of chemistry in everyday life. 
 
Honors Grades 10-12 1 credit 

Prerequisite: Geometry, Biology grade of 85 or higher and 
Teacher Recommendation 

Regents Exam; Labs 
Chemistry  
This course follows the N.Y.S. curriculum for The Physical Setting: Chemistry. 
This is a visual presentation of chemistry concepts enhanced with the 
appropriate laboratory experiences. Topics include: measurement, matter and 
energy, atomic structure, periodic tables, bonding, mathematics of chemistry, 
acids, bases and salts, kinetics and equilibrium and organic chemistry. The 
students receive a rich background in chemistry while preparing for the 
culmination Regents examination in June. 
 
Academic Grades 10-12 1 credit 

Prerequisites: pass Algebra and Biology 
Regents Exam; Labs 

Physics  
Emphasis is placed on the fundamental concepts underlying this basic science. 
Units studied will include: mechanics - the study of motion, waves-light 
phenomenon, electricity-magnetism, D.C. circuits, quantum theory and models 
of the atom. 
 
Academic Grades 11-12 1 credit 

Prerequisite: Geometry 
Regents Exam; Labs 

 
Biology AP 
This two period course will meet the objectives of a general biology program on 
the college level. The aim of this course will be to develop an understanding of the 
major concepts in biology. These topics will be divided into three major areas: 
the molecular and cellular; organismal; and the ecological, evolutionary and 
ethological. Students selecting this course are required to take the Advanced 
Placement examination in Biology.  Note: AP exam registration fee ($87 [per 
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exam] during 2011/2012 school year may increase nominally for 2012/2013) 
must be paid in March. 
 
Advanced Placement Grades 11-12 2 credits 

Prerequisite: Chemistry H grade of 85 or higher 
Teacher Recommendation 

Labs 
 

Physics AP 
This two period college level course provides a systematic introduction to 
the main principles of physics and emphasizes the development of problem-
solving ability. Topics studied will include Newtonian mechanics, 
thermodynamics, electricity and magnetism, optics and modem physics. 
Students selecting this course are required to take the Advanced 
Placement examination in May. Note: AP exam registration fee ($87 [per 
exam] during 2011/2012 school year may increase nominally for 2012/2013) 
must be paid in March.  Students must also take the New York State Regents 
in physics in June. 
 
Advanced Placement     Grades 11-12; Regents Exam 2 credits 

Co-requisite: Pre Calculus 
Teacher Recommendation 

 
Environmental Science AP 
This is a two period college level course designed to provide students with the 
scientific principles required to understand interrelationships of the natural 
world and analyze environmental problems.  This course provides an in depth 
study of the interactions between the living and non-living components of the 
ecosystem.  An introduction to ecological community concepts and the 
influence of chemical geological, atmospheric and physical factors on living 
systems will be considered.  The course also provides an analysis of the effect 
of human activities on both worldwide and local ecosystems, as well as 
examination of the issues of human overpopulation, atmospheric and ocean 
warming, chemical pollution and agriculture.  Students selecting this course 
are required to take the Environmental Science Advanced Placement 
examination in May. Note: AP exam registration fee ($87 [per exam] 
during 2011/2012 school year may increase nominally for 2012/2013) must 
be paid in March.    The local marine and freshwater environments will be 
extensively studied and students will be required to attend out of school field 
excursions in the spring and fall. 
 
Advanced Placement Grades 11-12 2 credits 

Prerequisite: Chemistry or Chemistry H and 
Teacher Recommendation 

Co-requisite: Algebra 2/Trigonometry 
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SCIENCE ELECTIVES 
 
 
Science of Technology and Physics 
This interdisciplinary course is designed for those students who wish to learn 
more about the scientific aspects of the world around us and its relationship to 
technology. Emphasis will be on learning-by-doing through a variety of projects 
and activities. Basic physics will be discussed and examined by exploring all 
forms of machines and toys. 
 
Academic Preference 12, then 11; Labs 1 credit 

Prerequisites: Algebra 
 
Astronomy 1: The Solar System 
This course is an introduction to the astronomy of our solar system including 
theories of the origin and evolution of the sun and planets. Emphasis is placed 
on explaining common observations such as the phases of the moon, planet 
positions and motions, eclipses, auroras, meteors, the seasons, and the 
appearance of the sky. Students will be given the opportunity to carry out several 
interesting projects. Classes are held in the high school’s planetarium. An 
observing session will permit students to observe the night sky with binoculars 
and telescopes. 
 
Academic Grades 11-12; Labs 1/2 credit 

Prerequisite: Earth Science 
 
*Students enrolled in Astronomy-1 may, with the approval of their counselor and 
teacher, upgrade to Astronomy-1H and earn honors credit for the course.  In this 
honors program students will attend classes of Astronomy 1 and complete 
additional activities outside the classroom.  Students will independently study three 
solar system topics in detail and write a library research paper on each topic.  In 
addition, each student will attend at least one astronomy lecture outside class and 
write a brief summary. 
 

Prerequisite: Earth Science A and Geometry 
 
 
Astronomy 2: Stars, Galaxies, and Cosmology 
This course introduces the findings and concepts of modern astronomy as they 
relate to the origin, evolution, and destiny of the universe. The properties and life 
cycle of stars will be traced and the structure of the Milky Way and other 
galaxies along with the distant quasars will also be explored. Emphasis will be 
placed on the instruments and ingenuous techniques that astronomers use to 
gain information about the cosmos. Students will be given the opportunity to 
carry out several interesting projects. Classes are held in the high school’s   
planetarium. An observing session will permit students to observe the night sky 
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first hand with binoculars and telescopes. 
 
Academic Grades 11-12 1/2 credit 

Prerequisite: Earth Science 
 
*Students enrolled in Astronomy-2 may, with the approval of their counselor and 
teacher, upgrade to Astronomy-2H and earn honors credit for the course.  In this 
honors program students will attend classes of Astronomy 2 and complete 
additional activities outside the classroom.  Students will independently study three 
topics in detail focusing on stars, galaxies, and cosmology and write a library 
research paper on each topic.  Each student will attend at least one astronomy 
lecture outside class and write a brief summary. 
 

Prerequisite: Earth Science A and Geometry 
 

Oceanography/Marine Science 1 
This half-year interdisciplinary course is aimed at increasing a student’s 
knowledge and awareness of the local and global marine environment. Various 
long-term studies are done during the semester. Topics that will be discussed 
during the semester include: tools and instruments used in oceanography, 
chemical oceanography, ocean structure, and taxonomy of the inhabitants. 
 
Academic Grades 10-12; Labs 1/2 credit 

Prerequisite: Biology or Biology* 
 
Oceanography/Marine Science 2 
This half-year interdisciplinary course is aimed at increasing a student’s 
knowledge and awareness of the local and global marine environment. Various 
long-term studies are done during the semester. Topics covered during the 
second session include: marine sedimentation, physical oceanography 
(including tides and circulation due to salinity and temperature variations), 
marine ecology, continued taxonomy of inhabitants and marine mammals. 
 
Academic Grades 10-12; Labs 1/2 credit 

 
Forensic Science 
Forensic science is the application of the natural and physical sciences to 
investigation of physical evidence. This course will attempt to capture students’ 
interests by applying science to the popular profession of law enforcement. 
Students will be involved in the collection of physical evidence from simulated 
crime scenes. The collected evidence will be analyzed in the lab and discussed. 
 
Academic Preference Grade 12 then 11; Labs 1/2 credit 

Prerequisite: Biology 
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Science Research and Methodology H 
This course is designed to provide students with an understanding of research 
methodology in the natural and social sciences. The course is directed to those 
students who wish to pursue excellence and progress into advanced areas of 
original research. Emphasis is both on laboratory and bibliographic research. 
Student commitment to long-term focused research, demonstrating initiative, 
perseverance and creativity is developed and fostered. Students must work with 
a mentor in the specified field of research and summer research is highly 
recommended.  Students will enter nationally recognized science symposiums 
such as Intel, LISEF and Siemen’s Westinghouse, as well as many other 
competitions. Courses are offered in conjunction with SUNY Albany.  If college 
credit is desired, students will pay a reduced tuition to SUNY Albany.  College 
credits may be awarded in the Junior and Senior year. 
 
Students must identify one of four courses of science study that most closely 
matches their interests: Marine/Environmental Science, Social/Behavioral 
Sciences, Engineering/Technological Sciences or General Science.  Please 
contact Mrs. Milton for help in selection. 
 
Honors Grades 9-12 1 credit 

It is recommended that students take a Regents level or higher  
Science course in addition to this program. 

 
Food Science 
This is a full year science course designed for 3rd year science credit. In addition 
to the Scientific Method & Safety, and Hygiene in Labs, students will study 
Nutrition and the Digestive System, Chemistry of Foods, Interaction of Food 
Mixtures, Processing of Food and Issues in Food Science. Also, students will be 
able to eat some of the experiments. 
 
Academic Grades 11-12 1 credit 

Prerequisites: Successful completion of one Regents Exam 
in Science and 2 Science courses. 

 
Aquaculture 
This course will teach students the fundamentals of running a small scale 
aquaculture operation. Students will learn the importance of the food chain, 
proper nutrition, sterile technique, properly maintaining a salt water fish tank 
and rearing larval fish. Students will also learn the value of aquaculture to the 
future global economy and ecology. 
 
Academic Grades 10-12 1 credit 

Prerequisite: Ocean 1 and Ocean 2 
and Teacher Recommendation 
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Hatchery Management  
This course is for those students who are ready to experience running a small 
scale marine science lab. The course is intended to utilize the skills learned in 
Aquaculture. Hatchery Management is almost exclusively hands on as the 
student will perform all the tasks necessary to maintain both the animals and 
systems in the wet lab. Tasks include, but are not limited to, cleaning fish 
tanks, cleaning lab equipment, creating and maintaining larval fish foods, 
feeding, maintenance and repair of systems. Students MUST also come ready 
to learn the importance of detailed documentation. This will be in the form of 
maintaining a personal daily log of tasks completed as well as data collected 
from each of the systems in the lab. Students WILL get wet and dirty 
depending on the tasks to be completed on any given day, therefore, knee-high 
rubber boots required.  The class will be offered during Semester one and 
Semester two. Students would be able to enroll in either semester or both 
depending on interest and performance. 
 
Academic Grades 11-12 1/2 credit 

Prerequisite: 80 or better average in Aquaculture  
and Teacher Recommendation 
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LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH (L.O.T.E.) 

 
 
French and Spanish 1 
This course is the 7th and 8th grade course in language, taught in one year. 
The language is taught as a means of communication, with primary emphasis 
upon comprehension and speech. Students must take the New York State 
Proficiency Examination as the final exam in June. 
 
Academic Grades 9-12 1 credit 

No prerequisite 
 
Latin 1 
This course is an introduction to Latin vocabulary, grammar, translation, and an 
appreciation of Latin as the basis of modern English. Students are expected to 
take the New York State Proficiency Examination as the final exam in June. 
 
Academic Grades 9-12 1 credit 

No prerequisite 
 
French and Spanish 2 
These courses include thorough review of Language 1. Language 2 continues to 
stress comprehension and speaking skills while explaining the grammatical 
structures required for Language 3. (Freshmen should have a minimal grade of 
80% or teacher recommendation in Language 1.) In addition, all Language 2 
students must have passed the appropriate state proficiency examination. 
 
Academic Grades 9-12 1 credit 

Prerequisite: French 1 or Spanish 1 
 

Latin 2 
This course is a continuation of the study of vocabulary and grammar of Latin 
1 with translations of famous Latin stories and myths. Emphasis is placed on 
building vocabulary in English and learning about our classical heritage. In 
addition, all second year Latin students must have passed the Latin proficiency 
examination. 
 
Academic Grades 9-12 1 credit 

Prerequisite: Latin 1 
 

French and Spanish 3 
This class is the culmination of all languages studied this far. The student will 
take the Comprehensive Regents examination at the end of the year. The four 
language skills used in communication (listening, speaking, reading, and 
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writing) are reviewed and enhanced. Cross-cultural skills and understanding 
continue to be developed.  An honors option is available for French 3 
through the LOTE Challenger Program. 
 
Academic Grades 9-12; Regents Exam 1 credit 

Prerequisite: French 2 or Spanish 2 
 
Latin 3 
In this course, emphasis will be placed on reading Latin passages for 
comprehension. In addition, grammar, work derivatives, vocabulary and 
mythology will be reviewed in preparation for the Regents examination.  An 
honors option is available for Latin 3 through the LOTE Challenger 
Program. 
 
Academic Grades 10-12; Regents Exam 1 credit 

Prerequisite: Latin 2 
 
Spanish 3H 
In this course, students will be prepared for the Comprehensive Regents Exam 
and for future Spanish courses. Students who have shown excellent aptitude in 
speaking, listening, reading and writing in Spanish 1 and 2 will be challenged 
with vocabulary and grammar above and beyond that which is required in 
Spanish 3A. Because of the extensive work, students must be recommended for 
this class. Students in grades 10-12 will be placed in a class with students who 
have studied Spanish since kindergarten, therefore, these students must complete 
required summer work. Students who do not complete the summer work will be 
unable to enroll in the class in September. 
 
Honors Regents Exam 1 credit 

Prerequisite: average of 90 or higher in Spanish 2 
Teacher Recommendation 

 
Conversational Spanish 
This course offers an immersion approach towards language learning by straying 
from the skill and drill of a traditional textbook approach. This project-based 
course is designed for students who have completed the Spanish regents, yet 
feel the need for greater practice before attempting college credit-bearing 
courses or simply wish to continue the study of practical Spanish. This course 
will include the study of some Hispanic movies and other media and projects 
may include presentations and short film productions. 
 
Academic Elective Grades 10-12 1 credit 

Prerequisite: Spanish 3 
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Conversational Spanish & Ceramics I 
This is a Spanish immersion conversation class focusing on the study of language 
and the creation of authentic ceramic objects. This class is open to students who 
are native speaker or have passed the Spanish Regents.  The entire class is 
taught in Spanish and is ideal for the advanced student who is interested in 
continuing the study of Spanish while working in clay; no previous ceramic 
skills are necessary.  Some topics student will study are: Pre-Columbian 
artifacts, Talavera surface design, Oaxacan animals, the ceramic works of 
Picasso and the poetry of Pablo Neruda.  Each unit will explore very specific 
vocabulary as well as the history of the particular style. 
 
Academic Elective Grades 10-12 1/2 credit 

Prerequisite: Pass Spanish Regents or Native Spanish speaker  
 

Conversational Spanish & Ceramics II 
This is a continuation of Conversational Spanish 7 Ceramics I. 
 
Academic Elective Grades 10-12 1/2 credit 

Prerequisite: Conversational Spanish & Ceramics 1 
 
French and Spanish 4H 
In this course students will learn advanced vocabulary, grammar and 
composition topics. Readings will be chosen from among the masterpieces of 
literature in short story, poetry, drama and novel. The classes are conducted in 
the target language as often as possible. This course also prepares the student for 
the SAT Subject Tests.  (Students should have a minimum average of 85% in 
the French/Spanish 3 course to consider French/ Spanish 4. Also, students taking 
this course as tenth graders must have earned a minimum score of 85% on the 
Regents/Exam before completion of the course in order to be eligible to receive 
college credit.)  This class is offered in conjunction with SUNY Albany.  If 
college credit is desired, students will pay a reduced tuition to SUNY Albany. 
 
Honors Grades 11-12 1 credit 

Prerequisite: French 3 or Spanish 3 
 
French and Spanish 5H 
Students will review advanced grammar from the fourth year. Writings will 
emphasize the narrative form; advanced vocabulary will be stressed. Classes will 
be conducted in the target language. This class is offered in conjunction with 
SUNY Albany.  If college credit is desired, students will pay a reduced tuition 
to SUNY Albany. 
 
Honors    Grades 11-12                1 credit 

Prerequisite: French 4 or Spanish 4 
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Spanish 6AP 
This advanced placement course is an in-depth study of the structure of the 
Spanish language. Emphasis is placed on grammar and composition. In addition, 
vocabulary and other important communication skills will be reinforced. This 
course is for highly qualified students who have excelled in Spanish 4 and 5.    
Their success should be evidenced by a combined average of 90 percent or better 
in the prerequisite courses.  Students selecting this course are required to 
take the Spanish Language Advanced Placement examination in May. 
Note: AP exam registration fee ($87 [per exam] during 2011/2012 school 
year may increase nominally for 2012/2013) must be paid in March.     
 
Advanced Placement  Grade 12   1 credit 

Prerequisite: Spanish 5H 
 
Spanish for Fluent Speakers 
This course offers Spanish-speaking students opportunities to study Spanish 
formally in an academic setting. Students will learn more about their language 
and cultural heritage, and acquire literacy skills in Spanish. They will also 
develop basic academic vocabulary in Spanish, learning how to critically 
analyze a text, write poetry, or acquire new information in different academic 
content areas. 
 
Academic Grades 9-12 1 credit 
 
Latin 4H/5H 
This is a study of Latin Literature. Students will learn advanced grammar and 
vocabulary. Authors’ styles, devices and the culture of their historic periods will 
be explored. This class is offered in conjunction with SUNY Albany.  If 
college credit is desired, students will pay a reduced tuition to SUNY Albany.  
Students should have had a minimum average of 85% in Latin 3 to consider 
Latin 4. 
 
Honors Grades 11-12 1 credit 

Prerequisite: Latin 3 
 
American Sign Language 1 
This course is an introduction to American Sign Language. No prior knowledge 
of sign language is required. Students will learn basic vocabulary and grammar, 
as well as an introduction to deaf culture. Upon completion students will be 
able to communicate in ASL and will have the skills to advance to ASL II.  
 
Academic Grades 9-12 1 credit             
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American Sign Language 2 
In this course student will refine their ASL skills and explore more challenging 
concepts such as role shifting, spatial agreement and inflections. Students will 
also continue to explore and analyze issues in Deaf culture. 
 
Academic Grades 10-12 1 credit 

Prerequisite: ASL 1, Teacher Recommendation 
American Sign Language 3 
In this course students will continue to increase their vocabulary as well as focus 
on the use of classifiers. An emphasis will be placed on developing students’ 
expressive and receptive skills so they may be able to communicate using ASL 
on a broad range of topics. In addition, students will continue to explore topics 
related to Deaf culture and gain further exposure to Deaf literature.  An honors 
option is available for ASL 3 through the LOTE Challenger Program. 
 
Academic Grades 11-12 1 credit 

Prerequisite: ASL 2, Teacher Recommendation,  
Regents Exam 

 
American Sign Language 4H 
This advanced course is for students who have received Regents’ credit for ASL 
III. Students will continue to expand their vocabulary as well as be introduced 
to ASL idioms. Topics related to Deaf culture will be emphasized. 
 
Honors Grades 11-12 1 credit 

Prerequisite: ASL 3 Teacher Recommendation 
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ART 

 
Studio in Art 
This course is an introductory course to the basic elements in art. Areas of study 
are drawing, painting, ceramics and sculpture. The course provides an in-depth 
view of each of these disciplines and how they apply to more advanced art 
courses. If a student is interested in creating and expressing himself as an art 
major, this course provides a strong foundation. This course may also be used 
for the art requirement for graduation. 
 
General Elective Grades 9-12 1 credit 
 
Studio in Ceramics 1 
This course is designed for students who enjoy working in clay and expressing 
themselves three-dimensionally. Various stages of clay construction, glazing 
techniques, and kiln firing are covered. 
 
General Elective Grades 9-12 1/2 credit 
 
Studio in Ceramics 2 
This course is designed for the student who has worked in clay. Potters wheels, 
sculpture, glaze techniques, and experimentation with the various methods of 
handling clay will be included. 
 
General Elective Grades 9-12 1/2 credit 
 
Advertising Design 
This is a comprehensive course which embraces illustration and layout, 
advertising art, fashion and industrial design, and advanced lettering. This 
course should be especially helpful to those seeking careers in commercial art. 
 
General Elective Grades 10-12 1 credit 

Prerequisite: Studio in Art 
 

Drawing and Painting 
This course is designed to introduce the student to the different techniques and 
styles of painting and drawing. It is aimed at helping all students to think 
creatively and to express their thoughts and feelings. Students should have 
received a grade of at least 80 percent in Studio in Art. 
 
General Elective Grades 10-12 1 credit 

Prerequisite: Studio in Art 
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Digital Photography 
This course is a hands-on introduction to digital photography with emphasis on the 
development of technical and artistic skills.  The course will consider digital 
photography basics, camera selection and operation, desktop equipment, printing, and 
creating digital albums.  Students will build their skills and artistry through a series of 
assignments that will explore some of the great themes of photography including the 
human condition, sports and action, animals, landscapes, nature, and special effects.  
Adobe Master Collection CS3 and other software and resources will be used to 
process digital images in class.  Each student is expected to have a digital camera with 
at least four megapixels of resolution.  A basic knowledge of personal computer is 
assumed. 
 
General Elective Grades 10-12 1/2 credit 
 
Studio in Sculpture 
Studio in sculpture is an advanced full year course that offers the student an 
outlet for self-expression in three-dimensional design in a variety of media. The 
course is designed to offer both aesthetic and technical experiences so that the 
student will be able to understand and appreciate this art form. Students will 
acquire dexterity, sensitivity, and mastery of technique to control the media and 
learn to express oneself in a variety of resistant and plastic materials.  Any 
student entering the field of art as a career must have sculpture (with flat 
two-dimensional painting/drawing) to have a complete, well-rounded portfolio. 
 
General Elective Grades 10-12 1 credit 

Prerequisite: Studio in Art 
 
Advanced Drawing H 
This advanced drawing class is designed to provide high school students with an 
array of completed portfolio pieces.  The course is structured so as to improve 
perceptual observation and promote concept development. Attention is focused 
on a series of related projects using various techniques and materials that 
improve their own powers of observation and execution. The course demands 
are in keeping with college level work. A mid-term and final portfolio will be 
required. Students can expect to do several hours of drawing each month 
outside of class. This course is open only to Juniors/Seniors who excel in Art. 
 
Honors Elective Grades 11-12 1 credit 

Prerequisite: Drawing & Painting or Advertising Design 
 
 
Portfolio Development I & II 
This course is intended for highly motivated students committed to serious study 
in art, including advanced students wanting to work in two-dimensional or 
three- dimensional arts. Assembling a portfolio for college scholarships is an 
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integral part of the class. Students in their senior year will be expected to 
produce a portfolio of at least 8 slided art works. Students must have at least 3 
drawings in their collection (regardless of area of emphasis). Exploration of 
new styles and mediums are encouraged. Visits to art schools, museums, 
galleries, and working artists, will be integrated into this class. Students may 
choose to focus on one of three areas of artistic study: Drawing, 2-D Design, or 
3-D Designs. Within this area, students are asked to explore a variety of media in 
depth and produce a large body of work for their portfolio. Presentation of 
drawings, how to organize a portfolio, and strategies for an outstanding portfolio 
will be presented. 
 
General Elective Grades 11-12 1 credit 

Prerequisite: Drawing and Painting - 85 average or above 
 
 

BUSINESS 
 
Accounting 
This introductory accounting course is perfect for future small-business 
owners, those who wish to enter the workforce right out of high school, and 
those who are college-bound.  This course examines nature and purpose of 
accounting theory and procedures through study of the accounting cycle and 
financial statements, and will include a computerized accounting lab 
component using QuickBooks.  
 
Academic Grades 9-12 1 credit 
 
Business Law 
Business Law is an extremely useful course for all students regardless of what 
the future may hold.   This course will take you through a lifetime of 
experience with the law:  crimes, torts, criminal and civil trial procedures, 
contracts, employment laws dealing with minors, renting, bankruptcy, business 
organizations, antitrust, estate planning, marriage and divorce laws, and current 
cases in the news/experiences of students.  This course may be used to satisfy 
the fifth unit of a social studies sequence. 
 
Academic Grades 10-12 1 credit 
 
Sports Marketing 
Sports Marketing is a unique and innovative project-based course designed for 
students with an interest in the sports industry.  Students will learn about and 
apply the 5 P’s of marketing (product, price, placement, promotion, and public 
relations), the role of research in sports marketing, market segmentation, and 
corporate sponsorship.  Classroom instruction will be reinforced through case 
studies, field trips, and interactive computer software. Additionally, students 
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will create a fantasy team and market it throughout the course hands-on 
activities such as creation of a team logo, stadium design, ticket design, team 
promotional brochure, and a team magazine cover. 
 
Academic Grades 10-12 1/2 credit 
 
 

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE 
 
Family and Consumer Science (formerly Home Economics) has, as its goal, to 
help individuals develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes to take charge of 
their own lives and to become productive citizens. 
 
Basic Food Preparation 
This course will help the student develop an understanding of sound nutritional 
concepts through many hands-on experiences related to foods and nutrition. 
Students will explore nutritional requirements and the dietary guidelines that 
promote long-term wellness. Also, students will plan, prepare, serve, and 
evaluate a wide variety of foods. Careers related to food and nutrition and how 
they match up with personal characteristics and skills will be studied. 
 
General Elective Grades 9-12 1/2 credit 
 
Food Preparation and Nutrition 
This course is intended to be a follow up to the concepts studied in Basic Food 
Preparation. Students will have in-depth experiences in the preparation of food 
for good nutrition. 
 
General Elective Grades 9-12 1/2 credit 

Prerequisite: Basic Food Preparation 
 
Culture and Foods 
Through the study of foods and cooking techniques students will gain an 
understanding of cultural differences and the interdependence of regions and 
countries around the world. Regional foods of the United States and foreign 
foods will be prepared. Global food problems will also be explored. This course 
is for those students with previous cooking experience. 
 
General Elective Grades 11-12 1/2 credit 

Prerequisite: Basic Food Preparation 
 



 45 

Gourmet Foods 
In this course students will learn advanced food preparation techniques, the 
importance of food appearance and presentation, and the use of specialized 
equipment. 
 
General Elective Grades 11-12 1/2 credit 

Prerequisite: Basic Food Preparation 
 

Healthy Foods 
This course will allow the student to develop an understanding for sound 
nutritional concepts through hands-on experiences related to foods and 
nutrition.  Students will use food and nutritional information to plan a healthy 
diet, and also choose and prepare healthy recipes. 
 
General   Elective Grades 9-12            1/2 credit 
 
Interior Design 
This course introduces students to the design fundamentals and the study and 
practice of interior design.  Topics include: color, space, form, light, furniture, 
windows, floors, and accessories.  Students will be introduced to methods for 
planning, organizing, and arranging spaces in the interior environment.   
Students will examine space in terms of human needs, activities, and priorities 
and apply design processes to make the best functional and aesthetic use of 
space.  
 
General   Elective Grades 9-12             1/2 credit 
 
Human Development 
This course will help students to see where they fit into the scheme of things as 
an adolescent. The students will learn about themselves and ways of coping 
with the problems and stresses faced. Discussions will focus on how to deal 
effectively with peers, family members, younger children and adults. There will 
be opportunities to investigate issues facing teens today to discover how the 
issues affect adolescents and their families. Careers dealing with people will be 
explored along with the personal characteristics necessary for such careers. 
 
General Elective Grades 10-12 1/2 credit 
 
Child Development 
The most common factor among high school students is they face the likelihood 
of one day choosing whether or not to become a parent, when, with whom, and 
under which economic, social, educational and physical conditions. Most will 
become parents whether by choice or chance. Students will learn about the 
physical, emotional, intellectual and social development of the infant, toddler 
and preschooler. 
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Note: It is strongly recommended that students take both Human and Child 
Development. 
 
General Elective Grades 10-12 1/2 credit 
 
Food Science 
This is a full year science course designed for 3rd year science credit. In addition 
to the Scientific Method & Safety, and Hygiene in Labs, students will study 
Nutrition and the Digestive System, Chemistry of Foods, Interaction of Food 
Mixtures, Processing of Food and Issues in Food Science. Also, students will be 
able to eat some of the experiments. 
 
Academic Elective Grades 11-12 1 credit 

Prerequisites: Successful completion of one Regents Exam in Science and 
2 Science courses. Basic Food Prep is recommended but not required. 

 
 

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 
 
Construction Production Systems 
This course is designed to introduce the student to and develop skills in, the 
areas of machine woodworking and basic house construction. Skills will be 
attained by construction of personalized projects through use of the table 
saw, jointer, cut-off saw, band saw, and jig saw.  Topics that will be covered 
concerning basic house construction will be:  property attainment, codes, 
foundations, flooring, and wall and roof construction.  
 
General Elective Grades 9-12 1/2 credit 
 
Manufacturing Production Systems 
This course is designed to introduce the student to, and develop skills in, the 
areas of bench metal, wrought iron work, gas welding, forging, and threading.  
Skills attained in these areas will be used to produce a product using mass 
production techniques. 
 
General Elective Grades 9-12 1/2 credit 
 
Materials Processing 
This area of study includes the tools and processes used in machine shop, 
forging, foundry, arc welding, mig and tig welding, and the plasma cutter. 
Units in mass production and assembly processes will also be included. 
 
General Elective Grades 9-12 1/2 credit 
Prerequisite: Manufacturing Production Systems or Teacher Recommendation 
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Furniture Construction 
The techniques of woodworking with emphasis on cabinet making and the use 
of portable and standard woodworking machinery are studied. The selection of 
tools, working machinery, and occupational opportunities are covered. Students 
will have the opportunity to design and construct large pieces of furniture. 
 
General Elective Grades 10-12 1/2 credit 

Prerequisite: Construction Production Systems 
 
Transportation Systems 
This course combines theory and practical work in the study of internal and 
external combustion engines. Different methods of transportation are studied 
and some insight is gained on pollution, its causes and possible cures. Practical 
application includes work on small engines of the type found on lawn mowers 
and outboards, and basic automotive theory. Students will learn how to use a 
computerized emissions and engine analyzer. This course also includes a unit on 
alternate energy sources. 
 
General Elective Preference Grade 12, then 11 1/2 credit 
 
Computer Graphics 
Students will be able to explore the world of computer graphics by using state of 
the art software applications (e.g. Adobe Illustrator, Photoshop, Poser, Ray 
Dream Studio, AutoCAD, and more). Instructional technology will be used to 
create and modify drawings, artwork and animations in a dynamic, hands-on 
lab studio environment. Prior computer experience is helpful, but not necessary. 
General Elective Grades 9-12 1 credit 
 
Macromedia Suite: Web Design 
This course teaches students how to use the Macromedia Suite, one of the most 
popular web development software tools available. It offers all that a 
professional developer might need to create, manage, and develop Web sites. 
Students will use Fireworks to manipulate images, Flash to create animations 
and Dreamweaver to create websites. This will be a half-year course. 
 
General Elective Grades 10-12 1/2 credit 
 
Computer Essentials 
Students will become proficient in Microsoft Word, MS Excel, MS PowerPoint, 
MS Publisher, Movie Maker, and utilizing Internet Browsers. In addition, 
students will demonstrate the ability to communicate using various multimedia 
platforms. 
 
General Elective Grades 9-12 1/2 credit 
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Plastics Technology 
A study of the different plastics used in industry and everyday life will be 
introduced. Plastic projects will be made by vacuum forming, injection molding, 
rotary molds, laminating, handcrafting fiberglass, using expandable beads 
(Styrofoam), compression molding, and fluidized bed coating. 
 
General Elective Grades 9-12 1/2 credit 
 
Design & Drawing for Production 
This is a foundation course designed to develop the skills and knowledge 
necessary to draw and to understand the drawings used in our everyday world 
and industry. Coursework includes lettering, rotations, parallel line 
development, use of instruments, orthographic projection, isometric projection, 
oblique projection, sectional views, auxiliary views, and freehand sketching. 
Also an Introduction to CAD, (computer assisted drawing), will be included. 
 
General Elective Grades 9-12 1 credit 

May be used to fulfill the art requirement for all students. 
It may also be used for credit towards an art sequence. 

 
Architectural Drawing and Design 
Architectural drawing and design will be explored through the creation of 
various types of architectural drawings, design challenges, and other projects. 
Traditional drafting by hand and AutoCAD will be used to produce floor plans, 
elevations, and more. Students build scale models, visit with architects and 
explore further education & employment possibilities. 
 
General Elective Grades 10-12 1/2 credit 

Prerequisite: Design and Drawing for Production. 
 
Theatre Technology 
Set design and construction will be the main focus of this class. Students will 
use basic hand and machine tools to design and construct sets. Stage lighting, 
sound, painting, management and special effects will be discussed. Students 
will assume roles such as set designer and scenic director. Experts in the field 
will be invited as guest presenters. Visits to local stages/theatres will take place. 
One trip to a Broadway theatre will be proposed each semester for a production 
and backstage tour. 
 
General Elective Grades 9-12 1/2 credit 

Prerequisite: an interest in construction and/or theatre 
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Principles of Engineering 
This course will provide students with the opportunity to learn about the major 
engineering concepts and fields. The course will involve product research, 
design, construction, and presentation. Students will study structural forces, 
structural design, materials, ergonomics, packaging, and specifications. Areas 
of study may include auto safety, machine automation and control, fuel cells, 
and structures. Students will use Autodesk Design Academy which includes 
the following software products: Inventor Professional with Vault, AutoCAD, 
Revit Architecture, Revit MEP, AutoCAD Architecture, AutoCAD Civil 3D, 
AutoCAD Mechanical, Sketchbook Designer and 3ds Max for Design.  Final 
Examination will be the design and launch of a catapult. 
 
Academic  Grades 10-12 1 credit 

It is recommended that students complete Math 9, 
two units of science, and Design and Drawing for Production  

before enrolling in this course. 
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MUSIC 
 
Band 
This course is for those instrumentalists with previous experience who wish to 
develop more fully their musical talents through individual and group 
participation. Students will enhance their ensemble skills emphasizing the 
concepts of balance/blend, teamwork/leadership skills and personal listening 
skills. Fundamental music theory and sight-reading skills will be addressed. A 
weekly rotating lesson schedule is part of the course structure. Required 
performances include school concerts, home football games and parades. Ten 
lessons per quarter are required. 
 
General Elective Grades 9-12 1 credit 
 
Chorus 
The emphasis of this course is on sight-reading, tone production and 
fundamentals of group singing. Breathing techniques, diction, phrasing and tone 
quality are covered. Repertoire for study and performance is chosen from 
classical, folk/spiritual, American musical theater and popular genre. Students 
will also sing in small ensembles and enhance their ensemble skills including 
the ideas of balance/blend, teamwork/leadership skills and their personal 
listening skills. Weekly rotating vocal lessons outside of class are required 
throughout the year as well as public performances.  Previous choral experience is 
required or teacher permission.  This is a one year course. 
 
General Elective Grades 9-12 1 credit 
 
Orchestra/Strings 
This course is an expansion of the orchestra program established at the 
Southampton Intermediate School. Music theory, string ensemble and chamber 
music (i.e. quartets and piano trios) playing will all be emphasized. Students 
will all participate in winter and spring concerts and are strongly encouraged to 
attend the NYSSMA solo festival in the spring. Ten lessons per quarter are 
required. For the more serious student, opportunities may include the Suffolk 
County Orchestra, the Long Island String Festival, and the SHS musical pit 
orchestra. A spring trip and orchestra competition is also planned. 
 
General Elective Grades 9-12 1 credit 
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Music in Our Lives 1 
This course is for students wishing to carry music into their everyday lives and 
develop knowledge and appreciation of music.  Written reports are required. 
 
General Elective Grades 9-12 1/2 credit 
 
Music in Our Lives 2 
This course is a continuation of Music in Our Lives 1. Material covered will 
include music history. Written reports are required. 
 
General Elective Grades 9-12 1/2 credit 
 
Music Theory 
Areas of study will be scale development, chords, transposing, orchestration, 
conducting, composing, sight singing, and basic piano.  This course is also for 
prospective music majors looking to increase their skills. 
 
General Elective Grades 11-12 1 credit 

Grades 9, 10 with permission of instructor 
Prerequisite: Band, Chorus or Orchestra 

 
Piano/Keyboard 
The piano keyboard class is designed to teach beginners and intermediate 
students how to play the piano and utilize an electronic keyboard. The student 
will be playing keyboard every day. Emphasis will be on reading printed music 
while using the correct fingering and using the onboard sequencer. There will 
be four playing recitals (in front of the class) a year, and quizzes. If you ever 
wanted to play the piano and are willing to devote the time and energy, this class 
is for you. This class is also for prospective music majors looking to increase 
their piano skills. 
 
General Elective Grades 9-12 1/2 credit 
 
Guitar I 
Guitar I is for those students who have an interest in learning how to play guitar 
but have little or no experience. By the end of the semester, students will be 
able to read music notation rhythm and be able to play simple melodies and 
chords on guitar. A student may use their own guitar or a guitar will be provided 
for class use. Please note this class is intended for beginners and some 
intermediate playing. Although the class will discuss some Rock and Roll 
playing, this is not a Rock and Roll class, and electric guitars will not be 
provided. 
 
General Elective Grades 9-12 1/2 credit 
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HEALTH, PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND ATHLETICS 
 
Health  
A comprehensive study of the physical, mental, emotional, environmental, 
spiritual, and social aspects of healthful living. Instruction in understandings, 
attitudes, behavior and decision-making in regard to several topics related to 
health. Topics of study include: wellness, emotional health, human 
reproduction, alcohol, tobacco and other drugs, nutrition, fitness, disease 
prevention and control, and current health issues. 
 
General Required 1/2 credit 
 
Strength and Conditioning 
This course entails a more comprehensive curriculum, helped to provide up-to- 
date and pertinent information for students to establish healthier lifestyles and 
better understanding of the close relationship between physical activity, 
nutrition, and overall total wellness. Students will acquire knowledge of physical 
fitness concepts that will in turn allow them to create their own personal workout 
program. Students entering this course are required to bring a binder to class and 
complete multiple projects. If a student is not reaching expected guideline, the 
teacher has the right to place student back into a regular physical education class. 
 
General Grades 10-12 1/2 credit 
 
Adaptive Physical Education 
Adaptive Physical Education is a specially designed program of developmental 
activities, games, sports, and rhythms suited to the interests, capabilities and 
limitations of students with disabilities who may not safely or successfully 
engage in unrestricted participation in the activities of the regular physical 
education program. The safety of students must be considered when planning 
and implementing APE programs. 
 
General Required each semester 1/4 credit 
 
Nutrition and Human Performance 
Application of nutritional concepts, caloric intake, and eating habits; to health, 
performance, and weight control will be discussed. Review of the current 
nutrition research as it relates to issues of wellness, disease prevention, weight 
management, exercise and performance enhancement; information on methods 
to develop and adhere to a healthy and active lifestyle; physiological aspects of 
developing muscular strength and endurance, principles of training, exercise 
analysis and biomechanics of techniques will also be explored.  
 
General Elective Grades 11-12 1/2 credit 

Prerequisite: Biology 
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Care and Prevention of Athletic Injuries 
Students will study basic anatomy and biomechanics of human body with an 
emphasis on preventive and rehabilitative techniques for fitness and sport 
participation injuries. Stress reduction, over-training symptoms, and client’s 
overall wellness will also be discussed. Certification in Emergency first aid and 
CPR procedures is offered. 
 
General Elective  Grades 11-12 1/2 credit 

Prerequisite: Biology and Nutrition & Human Performance
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ATHLETIC OFFERINGS  

FALL SPORTS  

BOYS GIRLS 

Football - J.V. & Varsity Field Hockey - J.V. & Varsity 
Cross Country - Varsity Only Cross Country - Varsity Only 
Soccer - J.V. & Varsity Tennis - J.V. & Varsity 
Golf – J.V. & Varsity      Soccer - J.V. & Varsity 
   Volleyball – J.V. & Varsity 

Cheerleading - Coed - Varsity Only 

WINTER SPORTS 

Basketball - J.V. & Varsity Basketball - J.V. & Varsity 
Winter Track - Varsity Only Winter Track - Varsity Only 
Wrestling - J.V. & Varsity 

Bowling - Coed - Varsity Only 
Cheerleading - Coed - Varsity Only 

SPRING SPORTS 

Spring Track - Varsity Only Spring Track - Varsity Only 
Baseball - J.V. & Varsity Softball - J.V. & Varsity 
Tennis - J.V. & Varsity Lacrosse - J.V. & Varsity 
Lacrosse - J.V. & Varsity  
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V. SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM 
 

The Advanced Placement (AP) Program is a cooperative educational endeavor 
between secondary schools and colleges and universities. For students who are 
willing and able to apply themselves to college-level studies, the A.P. program 
enriches their secondary and post-secondary school experiences. It also pro-
vides the means for colleges to grant credit, placement, or both to students who 
have applied themselves successfully. 

Each AP Exam grade is a weighted combination of the student’s score on the 
multiple-choice section and on the free-response section. The final grade is 
reported on a 5-point scale: 

5 = extremely well qualified 
4 = well qualified 
3 = qualified 
2 = possibly qualified 
1 = no recommendation 

The Advanced Placement Program at Southampton High School is very strong 
and diverse in its offerings. Currently, we have eleven college-level courses 
whose rigor is defined by the Educational Testing Service (E.T.S.): English 
Literature and Composition, English Language and Composition, United 
States History, World History, Government and Politics of the United States, 
Psychology, Calculus AB, Biology, Environmental Science, Physics and 
Spanish.  Our advanced placement philosophy is to provide students with the 
proper rigorous instruction, which will enable them, at a minimum, to be 
prepared to take the national examinations that are created by E.T.S. 

AP courses are taught by highly qualified high school teachers who use the AP 
Course Descriptions to guide them. The Course Description for each discipline 
outlines the course content, describes the curricular goals of the subject, and 
provides sample examination questions. While the Course Descriptions are a 
significant source of information about the course content on which the AP 
Exams will be based, AP teachers have the flexibility to determine how this 
content is presented. Our Advanced Placement teachers have established criteria 
that they feel is appropriate for their particular discipline. The criteria for 
admission to Advanced Placement courses can be found in the course 
descriptions that are in the appropriate department section of this guide. It will 
inform you of the opportunities and expectations of each of our Advanced 
Placement courses. AP designation will only be given to those students 
who take the AP examination. 

*Excerpted from the Education Testing Service brochure. 
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INDEPENDENT STUDY 

 
Independent Study 
This course is for those students who wish to pursue research and study on an 
academic or advanced level. All Independent Study courses are provided 
on a Pass/Fail basis.  To be accepted for independent study, a student must: 

1. Obtain an application in the Counseling Office. 

2. Write a paragraph or two on the purpose of the study project. 

3. In conjunction with the faculty mentor, write a reasonably detailed out-
line of what you will be doing and how you expect to accomplish the 
project for each marking period. The outline should include a listing of 
reading outlines, experiments, lab reports and papers due. 

4. Gain the approval of the sponsoring teacher, area coordinator, counselor 
and principal. 

5. Completed Independent Study applications must be submitted within 
the first two weeks of the semester in which the student plans the study. 

 
Elective Grades 11-12 1/2 or 1 credit 
 

 
DRIVERS EDUCATION PROGRAM 

 
Driver Education 
Drivers Education is designed to develop safe driving habits. This program 
includes classroom time and required driving hours in the car. Passing of the 
program and issuance of form MV-285 (blue card) necessitate meeting both 
requirements by the end of the program. Students failing to meet driving and/or 
classroom requirements must repeat the entire course. A fee of approximately 
$425 will be required at the time of registration in order to help with the cost of 
the program. 
 
 

ACADEMIC INTERVENTION SERVICES 
 
These courses provide additional instruction and/or student support services, 
which supplement the instruction provided in the general curriculum. 
Academic Intervention Services are intended to assist students who are at risk 
of not achieving the State Learning standards in English, Social Studies, Math 
or Science. These courses will provide individualized attention to students to 
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strengthen skills that a student must possess in order to pass the required 
Regents Exams. These are non-credit bearing courses and are required for some 
students. No grades are given. All testing within these courses are used for 
assessment purposes only. 
 
 

ESL 
 
English as a Second Language (ESL) 
The ESL Program teaches students the essential skills of reading, language 
composition, communication and composition in a systematic, cumulative, 
sequential curriculum. All skills are taught, directly applied and practiced. The 
students learn about sounds, spelling, syllables, morphemes, sentence structure, 
grammar, semantic organization and text structure. The emphasis is on teaching 
English through the content areas and guiding the students successfully through 
the English Regents Examination. 

Academic Beginning 3 credits 
Intermediate 2 credits 

 Advanced 1 credit 
 
Sheltered Classes 
These classes are designed to allow English Language Learners (ELL) to cover 
the corresponding course curriculum in an environment that is sensitive to their 
English proficiency levels as well as to the language acquisition and 
acculturation process as a whole. 
 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
 
The High School provides programs and support services for those students 
who have been identified as having special education needs. There are 
essentially 4 types of programs available to these students: 
 

1. A special education class program – Students assigned to this program 
receive the majority of their academic instruction in a special class. 
Students in this  program are mainstreamed into  regular 
academic classes on the basis of their academic skills, their aptitudes, 
and their needs. 

2. A resource room program – Students are assigned to this program for 
one or two periods each day in order to receive academic assistance in 
areas of identified need. Instruction is provided in small groups. 

3. Co-Teaching – Students in this program follow the daily expectations 
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of the general education classes. Adaptations and modifications are at 
times, made to assignments, tests and grading according to each 
student’s needs and each student’s Individual Educational Program 
(IEP) or 504 Plan. 

 
4. Life Skills Class – This class provides direct instruction aimed at 

improvement in the areas of reading, writing, mathematics, and 
science. Instruction in activities of daily living is also included. 
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BOCES TECHNICAL CENTERS 
 
Career and Technical Education provides the opportunity to explore a career, 
learn a marketable job skill or prepare to attend college. Students spend 2-1/2 
hours a day in their selected course.  BOCES programs are offered to juniors and 
seniors at one of three tech centers Brookhaven, Harry B. Ward Technical 
Centers and Suffolk Aviation Center.  Generally, students attend in the morning 
and take other required courses at SHS in the afternoon.  All programs are 
offered to all students without regard to sex, race, color, national origin or 
handicap. Programs offered are as follows: 
 
Animal Science 
Art Design & Visual Communications 
Audio Production 
Auto Body Repair & Refinishing 
Automotive After-Market Accessory Installation 
Automotive Technology 
Aviation/Airframe Mechanics 
Aviation/Professional Pilot Training 
Barbering 
Carpentry/Residential Construction & Home Improvement 
Certified Personal Trainer 
Clinical Medical Assisting 
Computer Service Technology 
Computer Technology  
Cosmetology 
Culinary Arts/Restaurant Operations Management 
Dental Assisting 
Early Childhood Education 
Fashion Merchandising 
Heating, Ventilation & Air Conditioning 
Law Enforcement 
Marine and Outdoor Power Equipment 
Motorcycle Technology 
Nurse Assisting 
Pharmacy Technician 
Plumbing & Heating 
Practical Nursing 
Professional/Digital Photography 
Technical Theatre & the Performing Arts 
Television, Video & Digital Film Production 
Trade Electricity 
Welding/Metal Fabrication 
 
For a description, locations, and further details on the above, please see your 
counselor. 
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SPECIAL CAREER EDUCATION 
Technical and career education provides the opportunity to explore a career and 
learn a marketable skill at Harry B. Ward Technical Center or the Islip Career 
Center. Programs offered are as follows: 
 
Auto Body Repair & Refinishing 
Auto Engine Overhaul 
Auto Front End & Brakes 
Auto Service 
Basic Vocational Skills 
Business & Office Technology 
Canine Careers 
Career Exploration 
Carpentry 
Computer Graphic Arts Technology 
Computer Operations 
Computers 
Cosmetology 
Early Childhood Education 
Electronic Assembly 
Facilities Maintenance  
Food Preparation/Service 
Health Related Occupations 
Horticulture 
Introduction to Cooking 
Motorcycle and Motor Sports Repair 
Retail Store Services 
Supermarket & Warehouse Operations 
Transportation Service 
Welding/Metal Fabrication 
 
For a description, location and further details on the above please see your 
counselors. 
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NCAA CLEARINGHOUSE 
Many college athletic programs are regulated by the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association (NCAA), an organization founded in 1906 that has estab-
lished rules on eligibility, recruiting, and financial aid. The NCAA has three- 
membership divisions-Division I, Division II, and Division III. Institutions are 
members of one or another division according to the size and scope of their 
athletic programs and whether they provide athletic scholarships. 

If you are planning to enroll in college as a freshman and you wish to par-
ticipate in Division I or Division II athletics, you must be certified by the 
NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse was established 
by the NCAA member institutions in January 1993. The Clearinghouse 
ensures consistent application of NCAA initial-eligibility requirements for all 
prospective student athletes at all member institutions.  In order to be certified, 
students must complete an application for eligibility.  This application can be 
found at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net. 

The courses listed on the last three pages of this guide that are italicized 
represent classes that are accepted by the NCAA to fulfill the initial eligibility 
requirements.  If you have additional questions please do not hesitate to contact 
your counselor. 

http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.net/
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ENGLISH 
English 9 
English 9H 
Reading and Writing Lab 9 
English 9/10* 
English 10 
English 10H 
Reading and Writing Lab 10 
English 11 
Language AP 
Reading and Writing Lab 11 
English 11/12* 
Literature and Film H 
English 12 
Creative Writing & Reading 
Literature & Composition AP 
Journalism for the 21st Century1 
*Public Speaking 
*Playwriting and Acting 
*Power and Persuasion in Film 
ESL – Beginning 
ESL – Intermediate 
ESL – Advanced 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
Global History & Geography 1 
Global History & Geography 1H 
Global History & Geography 2 
World History AP 
U.S. History & Government  
American History AP 
*U.S. Practical Government 
*Economics  
Government & Politics AP 
Psychology AP1 
*Psychology  
*Philosophy1 
*Criminal Justice 
 
 
 

 
MATHEMATICS 
Algebra 
Algebra (Part I) 
Algebra (Part I)* 
Algebra (Part II) 
Algebra (Part II)* 
Geometry 
Geometry H 
Geometry (Part I) 
Geometry (Part II) 
Algebra 2/Trigonometry 
Algebra 2/Trigonometry H 
Intermediate Algebra/Trigonometry  
Applied Mathematics 1  

Applied Mathematics I & II*1 

Math 12A 
Math 12H/Pre-Calculus 
Math 13/Calculus AP (AB) 
Pre-Calculus1 
Calculus 1 
 
SCIENCE 
Earth Science*  
Earth Science  
Physical Setting: Earth Science 
Biology  
Biology*  
Living Environment 
Biology AP 
Chemistry  
Chemistry H 
Physics  
Physics AP 
Environmental Science AP1 
Science of Technology 
*Astronomy 1: The Solar System 
*Astronomy 2: Stars, Galaxies & 
Cosmology 
*Oceanography 1 
*Oceanography 2 
*Forensic Science 

 COURSE LISTING 2012-2013 
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Science Research and Methodology H 
Aquaculture 
Hatchery Management 1 
 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
French 1 
French 2 
French 3 
French 4H 
French 5H 
Spanish 1 
Spanish 2 
Spanish 3 
Spanish 3H 
Spanish 4H 
Spanish 5H 
Spanish 6AP 
Conversational Spanish 
Spanish for Fluent Speakers 
Latin 1 
Latin 2 
Latin 3 
Latin 4H 
Latin 5H 
American Sign Language 1 
American Sign Language 2 
American Sign Language 3 
American Sign Language 4H 
*Conversational Spanish & 
Ceramics 1 1 
*Conversational Spanish & 
Ceramics 2 1 
 
ART 
Studio in Art 
*Studio in Ceramics 1 
*Studio in Ceramics 2 
Advertising Design 
Drawing & Painting 
Studio in Sculpture 
Advanced Drawing 
Portfolio Development 
 
BUSINESS 
Accounting 

Business Law 
Sports Marketing 
 
FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE 
*Basic Food Preparation 
*Food Preparation & Nutrition 
*Culture & Foods 
*Gourmet Foods 
*Human Development 
*Child Development 
*Interior Design 
*Healthy Foods 
Food Science 
 
TECHNOLOGY 
*Construction Production Systems 
*Manufacturing Productions Systems 
*Materials Processing 
*Furniture Construction 
*Transportation Systems 
Computer Graphics 
*Macromedia Suite: Web Design 
*Computer Essentials 
*Plastics Technology 
Design & Drawing for Production 
*Architectural Drawing and Design 
*Theatre Technology 
*Digital Photography 
Principles of Engineering1 
 
MUSIC 
Band 
Chorus 
*Music in Our Lives 1  
*Music in Our Lives 2  
Music Theory 
Orchestra/Strings 
*Piano/Keyboarding 
*Guitar 1 

 
* denotes 1/2 year subject 

Italicized denotes NCAA approved 
1 denotes pending NCAA approval
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION & HEALTH 
*Health 
*Health * 
Physical Education 
Strength & Conditioning 
Adaptive Physical Education 
*Nutrition & Human Performance 
*Care & Prevention of Athletic Injuries 
 
BOCES 
Regular Occupational Programs 
Special Occupation Programs 
 
OTHER 
Independent Study 
 
* denotes 1/2 year subject 
Italicized denotes NCAA approved 
1 denotes pending NCAA approval 
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